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My Historical Report of KaDeWe 

Kaufhaus des Westens (ñDepartment Store of the Westò in English) or KaDeWe is the second largest 

department store in Europe.  It has about 60,000 square meters of sale space and between 40,000 

and 50,000 people visit every day. 

When was KaDeWe built? 

It was founded in 1905 and it opened on March 27, 1907.

 
 

Who built it? 

In 1905 Adolf Jandorf asked architect Emil Schaudt to design and build KaDeWe.  On March 27, 

1907 it was opened with five floors of various goods and services.  Tons of people in Berlin came to 

see it. 

 

What purpose did it serve? 

KaDeWe is located between Wittenbergplatz and Breitscheidplatz on Tauntzienstr.  Tauntzienstr. is 

one of the most famous shopping streets in Berlin.  In the late 1920s Hermann Tietz of the Hertie 

Group bought KaDeWe from Adolf Jandorf.  Hermann Tietz expanded and updated the store.  It was 

the best department store in the country. 
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During WWII, KaDeWe was taken over by the Nazi party.  After the war, the store was closed 

because of the heaving bombing.  In the 1950s the store re-opened and was considered a beacon of 

hope and a new beginning for Berliners. 
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What does it serve today? 

KaDeWe has always been a symbol of the city and it still is today.  The Mayor of Berlin said when 

KaDeWe does well so does the city.  KaDeWe was newly refurbished between 2006 and 2007 for the 

100th Anniversary of the store.  The gourmet food floor is one of the most popular floors in the store.  

Thousands of people come every day to see it.  The store also has a very high standard of service 

and premium goods.  Visitors and Berliners enjoy their exciting shopping adventures at KaDeWe. 

 

Other important facts: 

In 1943 an American bomber was shot down and crashed into KaDeWe.  It almost burned down. 

In 1950 180,000 people come to visit KaDeWe after it was closed for almost 7 years. 
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In the late 1970s the sales space was expanded from 24,000 square meters to 44,000 square 

meters. 

 

In 1989 after the fall of the Berlin Wall, KaDeWe had a record-breaking number of people go through 

the store. 
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In 1994 Karstadt AG buys KaDeWe from the Hertie Group. 

 

In February of 2009 the Christ luxury store on the ground floor of KaDeWe was broken into and the 

thieves took 6 million Euros in jewelry and gold watches. 

KaDeWe is over 100 years old. 

 
 

My Sightseeing Report of KaDeWe 

On a nice spring day, April 8th, my mom and I woke up early, ate breakfast, got dressed (after I played 

with my Legos and Yu-Gi-Oh cards) and went to the bus stop for our adventure to KaDeWe. 

We took the M48 down Hauptstr. to Bulowstr. to jump on the U2.  We just missed the train and had to 

wait 6 minutes for another one.  While we waited we talked about our plans for our visit to KaDeWe. 

The train came and we got on it.  We took the train to Wittenbergplatz.  I took some pictures of the 

building from the outside.  My mom took some pictures too with me in them. 


